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University of lllinois - Urbana

1869 Deseret Alphabet Book of Mormon, Alexander Schreiner

Provenance:

University purchased in February 2022, from private book dealer

Inscription listing Alexander Schreiner (Organist for the Mormon Tabernacle Choir and son-in-law to
former Apostle Richard R. Lyman)

Book featured in University of lllinois Deseret Alphabet Research Project by Professors Davis and

Shosted, go.illinois.edu/deseret

Features and Notes:

Spine: Slight wear on top and bottom edges.

Spine Lettering and Label: Gold lettering visible. Temple image visible.

Cover: No visible marks. Perimeter lines visible

Binding: Wear around cover hinges.

Title Page: Intact. No visible inscription. Small smudge mark upper right corner.

Text: Translation page clean, no marks. No visible marks in text block

Inscription: Inside front pastedown, signature of Alexander Schreiner at top margin.

Notes: Inside front pastedown has a third page book plate listing information on the “reader”
edition and the Deseret Alphabet history. Table of Contents page has the English word
“contents” in pencil above the matching Deseret Alphabet word. Witnesses page has library
call letters on upper left corner near gutter.

Additional pictures taken, including:
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DESERET READER

At the October (1868) General Conference of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saintsy,
President Brigham Young anseunced that “masy
thousand small books, called the first and second
readers,” in the Deseret Alphabet were on their way
t0 Utah to be used in the public schools. Ten thos-
sand copies of these primers were printed in New
York and offered for sale in Ush at fifteen and
«wenty ceats cach, This booklet is one of those
original readers.

Disagreement exists relative t the arigin of the
phonetic characters known as the Deseret Alphabet.
Regardless of who conceived the ides, a committee
of three was appointed in October 1353, by the Board
of Regents of the University of Deseret “to work.
out a system of orthography and prepare  school-
book in pew characters.”

A few moaths later, the Deseret News (Janusey
19, 1854) asnounced: “The Board of Regents, in
company with the Governor asd heads of depart
ments, have sdopted a new alphabet consisting of
thirty-cight characters.™ It 2dded that the Board,
despairing of simplifying “the English Ium <
[had decided] w invent an catirely new and origi-
nal st of characters.” This volume is an example of
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